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From All False Propiets: 
Lord, Deliver Us 


One of the national problems of the church amidst the “crisis of 
abundance” is the tendency to emphasize property and stint the sup- 
port of the living ministries of the church. In harmony with the 
materialism of our culture we have engaged in a gigantic building 
boom, raising magnificent multiple-purpose structures across the land 
that are usually underused and undermanned. The “mascerated min- 
ister,” to use Joseph Sitler’s shocking term, is ground up into trivial 
roles and overwhelmed with administrative trivia, while the great basic 
ministries of the church are in neglect. As David Barrie has put it, we 
put our money into “mortar rather than mortals.” § There is a strong 
temptation to measure the greatness of the church in statistical and 
material terms—size of plant, level of budget, number of members. 
It is not measured in terms of the intensity of a higher commitment 
to Christ it generates among its members and their willingness to sub- 
mit to the judging and transforming action of God. § The message 
of the strange good news of the gospel and the basic countermanding 
witness of the church stands athwart and in warning against the 
paradoxical social drift toward mounting equipage yet increasing pur- 
poselessness. The churches must be considered no less than under 
bombardment and seige, not simply from without but within ourselves. 
We must refuse to be entrapped in the secularized role of sanctioning 
the sheer pursuit of comfort or the mopping-up function of counseling 
those who are simply defeated materialists. But above all, by the grace 
of God, we must avoid falling into the role of false prophet, murmur- 
ing “peace, peace” when men are embattled internally and externally. 
—ALBERT T. RasMUSSEN in Stewardship in Contemporary Theology, 
edited by T. K. Thompson, just published by Association Press, New 
York. 
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Letters to the Editors 





Questions Raised on Committee Study 





Modern Warfare Report 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


It is good to have a report from the 
Christian Relations Committee on modern 
warfare as printed in your recent issue 
(March 14). There needs to be continued 
and increased discussion of this problem, 
which is first on the agenda of human 
destiny in this era. 

May I say in regard to the report, how- 
ever, that it rings with the usual plati- 
tudes which other church pronouncements 
on war have faithfully echoed. In regard 
to point 4, which suggests that Christians 
cooperate with UN disarmament recom- 
mendations, the committee should remem- 
ber that the UN studies (led by an inter- 
national group of physicists) plainly 
spelled out in 1958 and 1959 the implica- 
tions of continued nuclear testing only to 
have its findings obscured by the reassur- 
ing dissimulations of the Atomic Energy 
Commission. 

On point 5, which deals with suspension 
of nuclear bomb tests, it is clear that the 
committee could not be apprised of the 
proceedings at the recent Geneva talks 
which terminated itast December. Then 
it became clear that the significant scien- 
tific advance toward a nuclear test ban 
system, agreed to by the Russians, was 
sabotaged by the American delegates un- 
der the impulse of the Atomic Energy 
Commission and the Defense Department. 
This situation is clearly described by 
Edward Gamarekian in The Nation for 
February 27, 1960, pages 179-82. 

A further matter of deep consideration 
to Christians should be whether modern 
war, for which we Americans are now 
prepared not only with nuclear arms, but 
also with chemical and_ bacteriological 
weapons, does not imply with its gross 
repudiation of the worth of human persons 
that the old cliche of a “just” war is sim- 
ply emptied of its meaning. 

The impression is gained by reading 
recent disarmament news that Christians 
who wait for their government to make 
moral decisions for them based on highly 
technical (and often incomprehensible) 
scientific and military opinion are hiding 
the decisive light of Christian moral lead- 
ership under a basket. 

Please excuse the pessimism of these 
comments. But, after two World Wars 
in which Christians vigorously partici- 
pated on the one hand while penitently 
lamenting the evil of the times on the 
other, we do begin to wonder if there isn’t 
something we can do besides set the stage 
for another showing of the same kind. 
Perhaps the committee could at least have 
told the people that the next war will 
probably be the last one. 

GEORGE R. Epwarps. 
Louisville Presbyterian Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky. 


Limited Study Opportunity 
To THe OUTLOOK: 

I agree wholeheartedly with the prac- 
tice that Presbyterian ministers should 
be trained in our own denominational 
seminaries (OUTLOOK, March 7). Yet there 
is one thing that disturbs me in this 
regard, and is probably one reason why 
some of our students attend other sem- 
inaries. The Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
is woefully short on post-graduate study 


above the B.D. degree. For example, to my 
knowledge there is only one seminary 
in the state of Texas that gives a doc- 
torate in any field and it is of our sister 
denomination, the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention. If one were to enroll, say in the 
Institute of Religion in Houston, for in- 
stance, where does one turn for graduate 
study? I was once told by a wise and 
knowing college president that I should 
attend one of our own seminaries and 
absorb a strong dose of Calvinism before 
going to another seminary whose theologi- 
cal liberalism is quite well known. But 
today, if one pursues graduate study, we 
have only one seminary in our church 
offering a doctorate. This is probably not 
a valid argument, but it is something for 
consideration in the expansion of theo- 
logical education in our own church. 

It is my further opinion that liaison 
between the Commission on the Minister 
and His Work on the presbytery level in 
due relationship with that of the Assem- 
bly’s Committee is lacking. For example, 
what kind of response will the average 
minister get on the salary needs and prob- 
lems of remuneration from the average 
committee on the presbytery level? 

W. D. Carry. 
Antlers, Oklahoma. 


Tribute 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

After reading the March 7 issue of THE 
OvrTLooK I am convinced that it is one of 
America’s great church papers and a 
source of great hope and encouragement 
to the unity of Presbyterian Churches. . 

Onto PASTOR. 


General Assembly 
Commissioners (U.S.) 
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SYNOD OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

Bethel—(M)* E. L. Oakes, Great Falls: 
S. B. Hoyt, Jr., McConnells; J. E. Wayland. 
(E)* A. O. Jones, Ft. Mill; J. S. Edmunds, 
Clover; Coit Wilson, Ft. Lawn. 

Charleston—(M) Richard G. Laurens, 
Charleston; Warren M. Wardlaw, N. 
Charleston; (E) L. H. Hay, Johns Island; 
A. F. Henderson, Walterboro. 

Congaree—(M) A. Douglas McArn, Cam- 
den; Archie C. Graham, Aiken; Alex My, 
Mitchell, (E) Henry S. Johnson, R. H. de 
Montmollin, Columbia; James H. Magill, 
tidgeway. 

Enoree—(M) Marc C. Weersing, Spartan- 
burg; Robert G. Balnicky, Union; B. L, 
Eller, (E) Rufus N. Ward, Greenville; Otis 
N. Gibson, Pauline; Carl O. Bates, Con- 
verse. 

Harmony—(M) L. H. Lancaster, Nash- 
ville, Tenn.; J. Earl Adkins, (E) S. A. Tis- 
dale, Sumter; C. A. Coleman, Lane. 

Pee Dee—(M) J. D. Matthews, Cheraw; 
Ladson M. Brearley, Jefferson; (E) C. §. 
McLaurin, McColl; G. W. Stuart, Hamer. 

Piedmont—(M) John R. Hornick, Deca- 
tur, Ga.; Gerald H. Kirby, Pelzer; (EB) B. F. 
Hagood, Sr., Easley; Bruce H. Stribling, 
Clemson. 

South Carolina—(M) B. Herman Dillard, 
Abbeville; Robert L. Alexander, Green- 
wood; (E) W. Bruce Ezell, Ninety-Six; W. 
Fred Irwin, Laurens. 


SYNOD OF TENNESSEE 

Columbia—(M) Ernest F. Baulch, Co- 
lumbia; (E) Charles M. Harris, Pulaski. 

Memphis—(M) R. Christy Morgan, Cov- 
ington; William Burton, John K. Johnson, 
R. P. Richardson, Jr., Henry E. Russell, 
(BE) Cliff Coleman, Eugene Early, C. C. 
Gillespie, R. S. Hall, Memphis; J. D. Me- 
Clanahan, Cordova. 

Nashville—(M) Robert F. Inman, Smyr- 
na; Cecil G. Culverhouse, C. Thomas Baker, 
(E) J. Vaulx Crockett, Nashville; C. L. 
Winn, Old Hickory; Frank Edwards, 
Clarksville. 





It's Thim Communists Agin 


It is obviously inspired. This is a plan 
the Communists are foisting upon us. 
Good and respectable people are being led 
astray every day. You can see it spread- 
ing all across the country, even in small 
cities and country towns. It is sure to 
provoke violence and unrest. It is so 
pervasive that it could not have been 
spontaneous. It must come from a central 
source. It is part of The Plan. 

If not, how can you explain the com- 
mon pattern of resistance, involving gov- 
ernment officials, police, judges, and even 
governors? Crowds of unruly boys are 
brought out (obviously well paid) to pro- 
voke, to disturb, to incite to violence— 
all to perpetuate unrest and to continue 
patterns of injustice, discrimination and 
inhumanity. These are just what Com- 
munists want in order to make the rest 
of the world distrust America. 

Sadly enough, public figures on many 
levels have capitulated. Editors have been 
trapped by The Plan and now support 
it. Law enforcement officers are crushing 
out orderly demonstrations, peaceable as- 
semblies and prayerful petitions in order 
to get us accustomed to totalitarian rule 

police state methods. They break up 


prayer meetings on Capitol steps, they 
turn fire hoses on quiet groups of protest- 
ing people that the President says are 
in accord with our great traditions. 
Everybody knows that Communists have 
no use for prayer and they are always 
glad to undermine an American Presi- 
dent’s authority. 


And what about the timing of all this, 
coinciding with Khrushchev’s travels and 
embarrassing us abroad? What is the 
ultimate purpose? Who is masterminding 
The Plot? Who is setting the pace? Who 
is inspiring contempt for fair law en- 
forcement, for democratic ideals? Who 
is helping the Communist objective? 
Who? Who? Who? 

If this is not a part of Communism’s 
hope for us, how do you explain the com- 
mon pattern of resistance, oppression and 
the denial of human rights that is being 
followed unless it is related to a central 
Plan? 

(Lest anybody misunderstand, let us 
say that of course we do not really see 
a Communist plot in this, but it does 
suggest some interesting possibilities. 
Maybe we ought to think it over —Ed.) 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class postage paid at Richmond, Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook Publishers 
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NEWS ROUND-UP 


e CHURCH LEADERS in San Antonio, 
Texas, were given credit for a major 
contribution in negotiations there leading 
to the opening of lunch counters without 
racial discrimination. San Antonio was 
one of the first cities in Texas to deseg- 
regate its schools. Buses, swimming pools 
and public parks have followed... . e 
THe GOVERNMENT OF INpIA has pro- 
vided for an expenditure of $2,500,000 
for family planning in its next budget, 
more than double the current appropria- 
tion. . . . @ AMERICAN-BORN Bishop 
James E. Walsh, former Superior Gen- 
eral of the Maryknoll Fathers, and the 
last remaining foreign Roman Catholic 
prelate in Communist China, has been 
sentenced to 20 years imprisonment for 
allegedly attempting to overthrow the 
Communist regime. ... e THE CITY OF 
DaLias, TEXAS, has rejected a request 
by the First Baptist Church there for tax 
exemption on a downtown office building 
it owns. City and school taxes amount to 
$16,624... . @ RecENT Exposure in a 
Dublin, Ireland, newspaper that ton- 
loads of pornographic magazines im- 
ported from the U. S. were on sale in 
Belfast brought swift reactions by police, 
political leaders and clergymen, with 
confiscation of large quantites of the 
magazines. ... @ CREATION OF A Point 
Four Youth Corps to enable American 
young people to volunteer for service in 
helping raise the standards of living in 
under-developed nations of the world has 
been urged on the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee by spokesmen for the Reli- 
gious Society of Friends. . . . e Accorp- 
Inc TO F.B.I. Director J. Edgar Hoover, 
1959 was the worst vear for crime in the 
history of the U. S. Juvenile arrests 
showed a five percent increase in large 
cities and in small... . e WiTH TAXES 
OF $131,400 levied against the headquar- 
ters building of the Baptist Sunday 
School Board, leaders in the Southern 
Baptist Convention have raised the pos- 
sibility of moving from Nashville, Tenn., 
where religious, educational and fraternal 
groups are not considered as tax-exempt 
organizations. ... e ARKANSAS Disciples 
of Christ, in a resolution reaffirming their 
unanimous support of the National Coun- 
cil of Churches, warned that “there are 
always ‘apostles of discord’ in society 
who seek to compound confusion for their 
own gain.” Similar statements of support 
have been made by other bodies following 
the Air Force Manual incident. 








Chicago NCUPM 


MORRISON POINTS TO TOO MANY 
“HOUSEKEEPING CHORES” 


CHICAGO (RNS)—William A. Morri- 
son, general secretary of the United Pres- 
byterian Board of Christian Education, 
asserted here that the churches’ preoccu- 
pation with “housekeeping chores” of its 
various agencies is keeping Christianity 
from wrestling with the real issues and 
crises of life today. 

Addressing the National Council of 
United Presbyterian Men at its annual 
meeting, he called on churches to explore 
the significance of the gospel in relation 
to these live issues instead of ‘‘mouthing 
cliches” or promoting “petty moralism.” 

Dr. Morrison cited as liabilities in the 
churches the lack of evangelistic zeal of 
members, the concept that respectability, 
peace of mind, security or success are the 
major benefits of religion, and the un- 
familiarity with the Scriptures which 
makes them irrelevant to current issues. 

As a result of these deficiencies, he 
said, ‘“‘we have failed to bear witness to 
the gospel.” He urged the laymen to 
become informed and articulate about the 
substance of the gospel and explore its 
significance to life’s issues, and to find 
“those places in your community where 
you ought to be bearing witness to the 
redemptive purpose of God for the 
world.” 

President Howard F. Lowry, of the 


LAFAYETTE CHAPLAIN 
CALLS CHARGES ‘ASININE’ 


Easton, Pa. (RNS)—Anti-American 
charges against one-third of the authors 
of the Revised Standard Version of the 
Bible are “asinine and without founda- 
tion,” Chaplain John M. Currie of La- 
fayette College declared here. 

He said that “sources which resent the 
social conscience and the searchlight of 
the truth in the National Council of 
Churches” support the insinuations label- 
ing the authors Communistic. 

“The charges are symptoms of a very 
serious sickness in our land which edu- 
cated men have a responsibility to under- 
stand and oppose,” Mr. Currie said. He 
called the accusations “Hitler and Mc- 
Carthy techniques,” and asked students 
at a mid-week convocation to consider it 
their “moral obligation to lead others in 
a time of confusion and misrepresenta- 
tion.” 





College of Wooster (O.), said that lay- 
men should give their best efforts to the 
church’s missionary task, not only abroad 
but in every city and town. 

This can be accomplished, he said, 
“by sharing with another human soul the 
rich treasures of the Christian faith with 
humility, simplicity, courage and the 
strength that comes from a power not 
one’s own.” 


Officers Named 


Attorney Paul L. Washington, of Ok- 
lahoma City, was elected president of the 
National Council. He succeeds indus- 
trialist J. Walter Juckett of Hudson 
Falls, N. Y. 

Mr. Washington served as the coun- 
cil’s treasurer since 1957. Named to re- 
place him in that post was Clarence 
McGuire of Kansas City, Mo. 

Other council officers include Paul 
Moser of New York, executive secretary; 
G. Walter Smith of Pittsburgh, secre- 
tary; and three vice-presidents: Leigh 
Kagy of Springfield, Ill.; L. Byron 
Leisher of Boise, Idaho; and James E. 
Stewart of Wilmington, Del. 

The laymen’s group of the United 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., represents 
3,500 chapters across the country with 
400,000 members. 


Pew Is Challenged 

J. Howard Pew was immediately chal- 
lenged when he declared that the church 
has no right to “meddle in secular af- 
fairs’ by making pronouncements on 
social and political issues. 

The Philadelphia business man (of 
the Sun Oil Co.) stimulated denom- 
inational leaders to reply that Christian 
doctrine makes it mandatory for the 
church to exert a moral force in society. 

Mr. Pew said many business and pro- 
fessional men are withholding financial 
contributions from the church nationally 
because they object to recent statements 
on issues such as civil rights and collec- 
tive bargaining. 

Toward Partnership 

CuIcaGo (RNS)—Presbyterian laymen 
from all parts of the country were re- 
minded here by a denominational execu- 
tive that they are “partners” in the 
church’s mission to the world. (next page) 








But laymen must see their partnership 
in the light of ‘‘God’s will for mankind,” 
Donald L. Hibbard of Swarthmore, Pa., 
told the annual meeting of the National 
Council of United Presbyterian Men. He 
is executive vice-president of the Pres- 
byterian Board of Pensions. 

“It is exceedingly important,’ he 
stated, “that we open ourselves to God 
and make sure that we are able and will- 
ing to do what God wants us to do.” 

“As partners,” he said, ““we must carry 
our share of the spiritual burden of man- 
kind—and that means we have an obliga- 
tion to grow spiritually. If we are to be 
good partners, we must seek to improve 
ourselves—not in self-interest—but in 
order that we might serve others better.” 

Gary N. Weisiger, 3d, pastor of Mount 
Lebanon United Presbyterian Church, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., told the laymen that 
while “you are convinced Christianity is 
relevant to your interests and needs, it 
doesn’t hurt for us to underscore this 
relevance.” 

J. Howard Pew of Philadelphia, board 
member of the United Presbyterian Foun- 
dation, urged the men to give greater 
financial support to their church. 

“Many of our business and _ profes- 
sional men do not realize that the very 
freedoms to which they aspire can exist 
in a country only where the people gen- 
erally accept the attributes of Christianity 
as a rule for their conduct,” he declared. 
“And so, if they would have these free- 
doms, they must support their church.” 

If there are some things about the 
church “they believe to be wrong,” Mr. 
Pew continued, “they should help to cor- 
rect them. But they must work from the 
inside. Only in this way can their efforts 
be effective.” 


MUSTE CHARGED WITH 
INCOME TAX EVASION 


New York (RNs)—A. J. Muste of 
New York, veteran Christian pacifist and 
Presbyterian minister, on trial for eva- 
sion of income taxes, told U.S. Tax Court 
Judge Craig S. Atkins here that he is 
“unable to hand over money to the gov- 
ernment to be used in one way or another 
for war or preparation for war.” 

Mr. Muste, 75, secretary emeritus of 
the Fellowship of Reconciliation, a reli- 
gious pacifist group, was charged with 
refusal to pay federal taxes for the vears 
1948-52, which with interest now amount 
to about $2,300. 

Citing the government's stockpiling of 
atomic weapons, he declared that he could 
not “on grounds of Christian teaching, 
conviction and conscience” help pay for 
the development of more nuclear arms or 
hydrogen bombs. 

“T felt that I would be committing trea- 
son against my own country, Christ and 
my religious principles if I had paid 
taxes,” he stated. 

Judge Atkins gave Mr. Muste and 


U. S. G. A.—Jacksonville 


IMPORTANT CHANGES OFFERED 
FOR BOOK OF CHURCH ORDER 


Significant amendments to the revision 
of the Presbyterian, U. S., Book of 
Church Order will be recommended to 
the Jacksonville Assembly by the ad in- 
terim committee which has been studying 
this question for the past several years. 

Among these amendments, agreed upon 
since last year, are the following: 

Congregations will be allowed to set a 
minimum voting age (5-1—numbers re- 
fer to paragraph listings in the new 
BCO). 

An introductory paragraph on church 
officers (BCO 330) is restored (9-1). 

The phrase “spiritual pre-eminence” 
is put back in place of “authority,” 
(9-4). 

A presbytery may elect a moderator for 
an entire year (13-2, 3). 

A minister of another Reformed church 
may moderate a session, this to care for 
“federated church situations” (15-5). 

The authority of presbytery in the 
location of churches is made explicit, in 
accordance with the 1911 General Assem- 
bly interpretation (16-7). 

The powers of presbytery and synod 
to erect necessary agencies for their own 
work is made explicit (16-7, 17-5). 


Commission Revision 


The chapter on committees and com- 
missions is further revised, retaining the 
distinction between “committee” and 
“commission,” as more recently prac- 
ticed; administrative and judicial func- 
tions of commissions are more clearly 
defined; the application of procedure 
from the Rules of Discipline to commis- 
sion action are clarified (19-1 ff). 

The Rules of Discipline provisions ap- 
plying to commissions are made clear 
(19-3). 

The title of “commission” on the Min- 
ister and His Work is retained (21-1). 

An “interim supply” is defined (25-4). 

A presbytery’s responsibility in per- 
mitting the minister to accept work not 
under the jurisdiction of any church court 
is stated (26-9). 





U.S. Attorney Victor H. Frank, Jr., until 
May 16 to file briefs in the case and 30 
days more to file replies. 

Mr. Muste, in recent years, has led 
marchers to the United Nations to protest 
H-bomb tests, and has gone to jail for 
trying to enter missile launching sites 
under construction. 

Refusing to file income tax returns, he 
instead wrote letters to the Internal Rev- 
enue Bureau for a number of years stat- 
ing his views at length. He once sent 
along a copy of the Gospels and Henry 
D. Thoreau’s “Essays on Civil Diso- 
bedience.” 


The commission on the Minister and 
His Work is permitted to dissolve pas- 
toral relationships, in accordance with 
a 1950 Assembly action (28-1). 

The right of nomination from the floor 
in the election of officers is protected 
(29-1). 

The status of an elder who is later 
elected a deacon, and a deacon who is 
elected to the eldership, is clarified (29- 
7). 

A complaint from a commission action 
is now permitted to be made to the ap- 
pointing court (117-1). 

The method of appeal and complaint 
from the action of a commission, in ac- 
cordance with the practice followed in 
several recent cases, is made explicit 
(118-1 through 4). 


Procedure Suggested 


The committee will ask the General 
Assembly to submit its report on the 
Form of Government and the Rules of 
Discipline. Meanwhile the Directory for 
Worship is to be sent out for study and 
suggestions during the year. 

Instead of adoption of Chapter 31, 
dealing with federated or united churches 
which presbyteries have been approving 
during the past year, the committee asks 
that a summary paragraph be used, in 
line with its theory of revision that “the 
constitutional statements should be as 
succinct as possible, granting authorities 
and assigning responsibilities, but not 
attempting to provide for every opera- 
tional contingency.” The lengthy chapter 
approved by Assemblies and presbyteries 
during the past year, it says, should take 
the form of an agreement to be reached 
with the United Presbyterian Church, 
USA, dealing with federated or united 
churches where both denominations are 
involved. 


CAMPUS NEWS 


Inter-college visitation teams composed 
of representatives from Presbyterian col- 
leges are visiting the 45 UPUSA colleges 
in the nation. Under sponsorship of the 
Division of Higher Education, the teams 
will review all aspects of curriculum, fi- 
nancial policy and college operations in 
an effort to provide guidance and infor- 
mation for the team and for the institu- 
tion concerned. 





* * * 

The Austin Seminary classes in mis- 
sions will visit the Mexico mission sta- 
tions during the Easter vacation, follow- 
ing an annual custom. 
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SCOTLAND NEWSLETTER 


The In-Between Season 


HIS SPELL in early spring will be 
for you as it is for us an in-between 
period. We have broken the back of the 
winter's work. We have completed our 
reports for the General Assembly and 
they are away to the printer. We now 
await the Assembly in May to get down 
to the discussion and decision which will 
shape our policy and work for the year 
ahead. Let me talk, then, of a number 
of things, not so weighty maybe but not, 
I hope, without interest or significance. 
There is one real major change ahead 
of us. At the beginning of 1961 the 
various committees of the church—For- 
eign Mission, Home Mission, Jewish 
Mission, Colonial and Continental Work, 
Youth, Temperance and what have you 
—will cease to make separate appeals 
for their respective work. They will come 
together in a “co-ordinated appeal.” The 
congregations will cease to send up money 
to these separate departments according 
to their particular interest, your congre- 
gation perhaps very keen on home mission 
affairs and the one down the street being 
quite carried away by its zeal for mis- 
sions abroad. The congregations will be- 
gin to contribute to the work of the 
church as a whole and the money received 
will be apportioned by a central com- 
mittee on stewardship, according to the 
approved budget needs of the various 
departments. It is true that in the past 
these budget proportions were published 
and we were asked to divide up our 
pounds accordingly; but not every parish 
paid attention to this and there was no 
obligation to do so. Our present laissez 
faire method of contribution is indeed 
out-of-date and the new unified appeal 
has come as a result of pressure from a 
growing weight of opinion throughout 
the church. 


Allocations 


But there is more to it. The General 
Assembly each year will approve the 
budgets of its various committees and 
will then divide the total sum to be raised 
among the presbyteries, allocating to each 
what it is expected to raise. The presby- 
teries will break up the figures assigned 
to them among the parishes within their 
bounds, basing the parochial quota on 
what the parish gave in 1959 plus a rea- 
sonable increase. Only when the parish 
has given this basic quota may it give 
any extra to any aspect of the work in 
which its people may have particular 
interest. 

And there is more to it still, in which 
further thing we lay much hope for the 
future. The new Stewardship and Budget 


MR. DONALDSON, our Scotland correspend- 
ent, is minister of the Alloway Parish Church, 
Ayr, Scotland. 


APRIL 4, 1960 





By H. C. DONALDSON 


Committee, which includes representa- 
tives of each presbytery and the Assem- 
bly committees, has as its job not merely 
to state quotas and gather money. It will 
also seek to help the people of the church 
to understand and fulfill their duty as 
stewards of their time and money and 
ability in the service of the church. My 
own presbytery (Ayr), of which I am at 
present moderator, had a conference in 
January with the general treasurer of the 
church which was most heartening and 
encouraging, and I believe that the higher 
givings to the work of the church in 1959 
will be yet higher when the new plan 
gets going properly. 


Sunday Evening Problem 


I think you have all probably long ago 
given up holding services on Sunday eve- 
ning. Not so here. We hold services and 
very few people attend. It is all most 
discouraging but we persist, hoping may- 
be that the tide will turn or that one eve- 
ning the wind will blow in a multitude. 
In my semi-rural parish the population 
is, say, 1,200, of which 600 are com- 
municants of this congregation; the rest 
attend churches in the neighboring town 
two miles away or they just do not belong 
to the church. Well, we have an evening 
service once a month in the winter and 
count ourselves well off when two dozen 
attend. Of 100 congregations announc- 
ing Sunday services in the Glasgow city 
newspaper on the first Saturday of March 
I count only eight that do not have an 
evening service, and of these, two are 
joining for one with a neighboring parish. 
Are we so conservative, or are we just 
blind? Can we think of no better use 
of Sunday evening within the church than 
a formal, normal service attended by a 
handful ? 

Recently a Sunday newspaper, very 
sympathetic to the church, looked at the 
situation as it exists from one end of 
Scotland to the other. It looked at forty- 
four congregations and found in only 
seven more than a hundred attending on 
a Sunday evening. Tom Allan’s down- 
town Glasgow congregation has 700, 
many of them drawn by his evangelism 
from congregations elsewhere with which 
they are normally affiliated. A Roman 
chapel in Ayr has 580 present; a Baptist 
church in Stirling had 200; and there 
were a hundred in a new extension parish 
in Kirkintilloch (near Glasgow), in the 
northern fishing town of Fraserburgh, in 
the Fife boom-town of Kirkcaldy, and in 
the little industrial town of Armadale in 
West Lothian. One large town in Fife 
had 18 people; in a Dumfries-shire con- 
gregation of 400 members, only 19 at- 


tended; in an Ayrshire town there were 
20; in a Borders town when two congre- 
gations of 1,700 met together, there were 
38 present, most of them over fifty years 
of age. That is fairly typical of our 
Sunday evening situation. The news- 
paper could, of course, have gone to 
churches where the attendance would 
have been better—or poorer; but that is 
a fair cross-section. A faithful few turn 
out and it is right that opportunity be 
given to those who cannot worship in the 
morning; but what a frustrating thing 
for ministers and how wasteful of their 
time and energy and resources. Are the 
members of our congregations disinter- 
ested or spiritually lazy, or is the fault 
with the services and the preaching, the 
language too academic and the subjects 
irrelevant to life? In my own parish we 
have an evening service once a month— 
and only two elders out of twenty can be 
said to have been attenders at it over the 
last ten years—and the other evenings I 
spend either at an old people’s home in 
the parish or with some teenagers who 
come to the manse for discussion and 
coffee. Mind you, our folk certainly at- 
tend parish worship in the forenoons and 
we have no complaint about that. 


Kirk Week Follow-Up 


The Tell-Scotland movement in mod- 
ern church-centered evangelism goes on 
steadily. Sixty towns or villages report 
study groups busy with material intro- 
duced at Kirk Week held in Dundee last 
summer. Through it people are seeking 
to relate the teaching of the Bible to daily 
experience. Questionnaires have gone out 
to these groups asking how people are 
using the studies and what developments 
in experimental action could be initiated 
in their parishes. Replies are encourag- 
ing and significant things are happening 
in a number of places. 

One of them is that 120 men and 
women have been meeting twice a week 
all winter in Trinity College, Glasgow 
University, for lectures on Old and New 
Testament subjects, Bible theology and 
church history, in a course which will 
last three years. Those who attend are 
hoping thereby the better to fit themselves 
for their membership of the church and 
their service within it. 

Another is the opening of St. Ninian’s, 
Edinburgh, a training center for laymen, 
acquired by the _ interdenominational 
movement known as Work and Witness, 
which is led by D. P. Thomson, the 
indefatigible evangelist of the Church of 
Scotland. A redundant city church is be- 
ing altered to include cubicles, chapel, 
classrooms, lecture hall. Here there will 
be courses for workers who can live in 
for a week, going off to their usual work 
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by day and studying together in the 
evenings. A full time warden will be 
assisted by voluntary cleaners and caterers 
from among those attending. Thomson 
has already such a center under his care 
at Crieff in Perthshire and is inspiring 
many lay workers to help chaplains in 
schools, hospitals, prisons and in evan- 
gelistic work and witness in many lands 
and in many ways—for he has a gift for 
drawing in overseas people presently resi- 
dent in Scotland. 

Each year in February the Scottish 
Christian Youth Assembly is held in 
Edinburgh, attracting more than 400 del- 
egates from seven denominations and 
from a dozen bodies outside the church, 
like the’ YMCA and the SCM and the 
uniformed organizations. They make a 
good cross-section of the community, pro- 
fessional and industrial, clerical and 
educational. This year they talked around 
“The Christian’s Task” and included 
road safety, gambling, anti-Semitism and 
neo-Nazism. They deplored the lack of 
knowledge of the faith among church 
members and Sunday school teachers and 
elders. They urged that every means of 
instruction be pressed into service. There 
was a session on Central Africa—which 
continues to worry us in Scotland, in spite 
of the wind of change which the Prime 
Minister felt during his recent tour in 
Africa and the bold approach of the new 
Colonial Minister, Mr. Iain Macleod— 
and various political issues were dis- 
cussed. 


Knight to McCormick 


I spent an evening last month in a 
house in the ancient city of St. Andrews 
on whose storied links thirty-five years 
ago I watched those legendary heroes, 
Walter Hagen and Bobby Jones. This 
was the house of George A. F. Knight 
who goes this summer to Chicago to join 
the staff of McCormick Seminary. At 
present he is lecturer in Old Testament 
Language in St. Mary’s College in the 
oldest university in Scotland, founded 
away back in 1411; and it is to the Old 
Testament chair he is going at McCor- 
mick. Before the war he was Church of 
Scotland missionary to the Jews in Buda- 
pest and when he had to leave there he 
served parishes in Bathgate and Glasgow. 
For twelve years he was Old Testament 
professor in a New Zealand university 
and came back to St. Andrews a year 
ago. He has written a number of small 
but valuable commentaries for the SCM 
Press, who also published his big and 
worthwhile book last year on “A Chris- 
tian Theology of the Old Testament.” I 
was interested to hear of McCormick with 
its 300 students and its large staff, of its 
plans for rebuilding and new methods of 
theological education to meet the needs 
of the modern world. I looked with won- 
der at the brochure describing it all, for 
it was on a scale of splendor unknown in 
the penurious churches of the old coun- 
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Continuing Missionary Need 
ls Anticipated by Board 


Although more and more churches 
abroad are coming to autonomy as a re- 
sult of missionary endeavors, the support 
of missionaries will continue to be needed 
in almost every situation. 

This is the judgment of the Presby- 
terian, U. S., Board of World Missions 
in its annual report to the General As- 
sembly. 

It notes particularly advances made in 
Japan, Brazil and the Belgian Congo 
during the past year. On every mission 
field except Ecuador and Iraq a national 
church has been established. The Board 
declares: 

“Nothing has brought greater satisfac- 
tion to the Board than to witness the 
development of these churches in numeri- 
cal strength and spiritual vigor, taking 
their places beside us as sister commu- 
nions and adding their testimony to the 
witness of the church in the world.” 

These developments, it says, point to 
new and different obligations in relation 
to the missionary undertaking. The mis- 
sionary now “works as partner with the 
growing body of believers through whom 
the main impact of the Christian witness 
must be made.” 


In Institutions 

Particularly in regard to institution- 
al support and leadership, the work of 
the missionaries will be needed. Only one 
college, it is pointed out, is maintained 
without missionary support. The produc- 
tion of Christian literature is largely a 
mission-subsidized operation. In many 
cases salaries of national ministers are 
partially paid from mission funds. 

The dangers of paternalism on the part 
of the sending churches are underscored 
by the Board as it stresses the importance 
of development of missionary responsi- 





try. George Knight is a friendly fellow 
in whom you will find much interest and 
inspiration. 

The book of the month is undoubtedly 
The Glimmering Landscape (Hodder and 
Stoughton) which is the long-awaited 
reminiscences of Dr. Charles L. Warr, for 
thirty years minister of St. Giles, dean 
of the Thistle and Chapel Royal, and 
domestic chaplain to the Queen, one of 
our most respected Scots, wise and able. 
If you want a picture of life in Scotland 
during the last sixty years, with some 
account of royalty and what remains to 
use of our ancient national pomp and 
circumstance then this is a well-spent 
twenty-five shillings. A number of books 
are on the way to help us to understand 
and commemorate fittingly the Scottish 
Reformation whose fourth centenary falls 
this year; we are not going to be hard-put 
for something to read on this matter. 


bilty on the part of the national churches, 

In dealing with problems related to 
this issue, the Board stresses “certain 
principles that are essential to the in- 
tegrity of our mutual effort: 

“1. It must foster the best interests of 
the growing national churches, contribu- 
ting to their development in stewardship, 
self-reliance and responsibility, and to 
their dignity as coordinate members of 
the body of Christ. 

“2. It must insure the use of missionary 
personnel and funds for the ends to which 
they are dedicated, principally the evange- 
lization of the non-believing people of the 
world. 
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3. It must safeguard the right and ob- 
ligation of the missionary to fulfill his 
role as a pioneer in carrying the gospel 
to the spiritually unreached and neglected 
areas of the world.” 

In personnel, the Board reported a net 
loss of eight last year, with 22 new mis- 
sionaries appointed while 30 were lost by 
death, retirement, illness and resignation. 
The prospects for 1960 are called more 
hopeful. 


Year's Increase: $221,653 

Total receipts for the year came to 
$4,173,706 for an increase of $221,653 
over the past year. 

The Board terms the establishment last 
November of the Church of Christ in the 
Kasai as “the outstanding event in our 
Congo field during 1959.” An extensive 
review of the surge toward nationalism 
and the incidents of tribal rivalry in the 
Congo forms almost the entire report on 
that field. Encouraging aspects of de- 
velopments in Brazil are related in con- 
nection with the centennial celebration 
there last summer. Enlarging opportuni- 
ties are outlined in Free China. Many 
phases of the developing work in Japan 
are reported with optimism. 

Despite the schism in the Korean 
church during the past year, hopeful as- 
pects are emphasized in activity in that 
country. An advancing program in Mex- 
ico appears to be seriously handicapped 
by personnel losses and continuing unmet 
needs. Evidences of progress are pointed 
to in Portugal and Ecuador with the 
strengthening of missionary personnel in 
both instances. 

Difficulties in Iraq, created by a 
“strong tide of anti-western feeling and 
action,” brought serious problems to the 
United Mission. Only five missionaries 
have been allowed to return to their work. 


Inter-Church Aid 


The Department of Overseas Relief 
and Inter-Church Aid reports generous 
contributions during the year and a min- 
istry to a varied and far reaching list of 
needs around the world. Approximately 
one-half of the $293,000 administered 
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was received in the Easter offering. 

In its recommendations the Board 
urges the support of the entire church in 
achieving its goal of sending one mis- 
sionarv for every 1,000 members and 
the provision of a budget for such a pro- 
gram. Qualified ministers and directors 
of Christian education who are within 
the regular age limit are urged to “con- 
sider anew whether they themselves 
should not volunteer for missionary serv- 
ice.”” 

Extreme care is urged by the Board 
in the appointment of chairmen of World 
Missions in presbyteries and synods. 

The Assembly is asked to adopt a res- 
olution stating that it “views with dismay 
and deep concern the continued persecu- 
tion and mistreatment of Protestants in 
the Republic of Colombia and calls upon 
the people and the government of that 
country to honor the principles of reli- 
gious freedom and tolerance which are 
expressed in their own constitution and 
recognized by the enlightened people of 
the world.” 


Centennial Studies 


In recognizing the approaching cen- 
tennial year, this recommendation is of- 
fered: 


“That, as our church now enters her 
centennial year and reviews the first cen- 
tury of her life and progress, all her con- 
gregations and people be encouraged to 
consider the place that missions has had 
in arousing and directing the energies of 
the church, in calling her to prayer, and 
in holding before her broader horizons of 
opportunity and duty; and that the spe- 
cial missionary lessons that derive from 
our history and tradition be pointed out 
to our people as they participate in the 
programs of reading and study during 
1961, including the Bible study dealing 
with the basic beliefs of the Reformed 
church, book by Dr. T. Watson Street on 
the history of the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States, and the book dealing 
with the role of the Presbyterian Church 
in the world of tomorrow, written by Dr. 
E. T. Thompson.” 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES—Up to 30 words for $3.00 (mini- 

mum per insertion.) Ten cents for each 
additional word and initial, including ad- 
dress. Payment must accompany all orders. 
DISCOUNT for 3 insertions, 10%; 6 inser- 
tions, 15%. 12 insertions, 20%. 











HELP WANTED 











DIRECTOR CHRISTIAN EDUCATION, 

growing church on Florida East Coast, 
membership c. 500, Sunday School c. 300, 
Christian Education Committee coopera- 
tive, Presbyterian U. S. standards upheld. 
Reply to Box F-20, c/o Outlook. 





WANTED — COMBINATION CHOIR DI- 
RECTOR—YOUTH WORKER for Chil- 

dren's and Adult Choirs. Westminster 

Presbyterian Church, Whiteville, N. Car. 


A GROWING CONGREGATION in Western 
Pennsylvania desires to secure an ex- 
perienced Director in Christian Education. 
The church offers new facilities, good sal- 
ary and a challenging program. If inter- 
ested, write to Dr. Evert L. Haney, 615 
Crescent Avenue, Ellwood City, Pa. 





FROM MY 
STUDY WINDOW 


By W. B. J. MARTIN 


MONDAY @ In The Anatomy of 
American Popular Culture, Dr. Carl Bode 
says, “When the nineteenth-century be- 
gan, the status of religon in America was 
quite low. There was probably more open 
agnosticism at that time than the nation 
has ever seen.” What was the major fac- 
tor in changing this attitude? Emerging 
from profound research, Dr. Bode comes 
up with a concrete answer: the rise of 
the musical instrument industry! The sale 
of nearly 1,000 pianos a year by 1850, he 
says, contributed more to the revival of 
the Christian religion than thousands of 
eloquent preachers and evangelists. Well, 
it’s worth thinking about! 

TUESDAY e [I like Max Beerbohm’s 
remark about his brother: “He was al- 
ways late. Oh, he had a watch, and he 
often looked at it, but he never seemed to 
draw any deductions from it.” I know 
a lot of people like that, and it is not 
only their watches from which they never 
seem to draw deductions; some of them 
do the same with their Bibles, of which 
they are great scanners. 

WEDNESDAY e In the liturgical re- 
vival that nearly every denomination 
seems to be experiencing, there is great 
insistence upon the inclusion in each serv- 
ice of worship of the General Confession. 
I am sure that this is a healthy sign, but 
I would like to see it accompanied by a 
parallel stress of Thanksgiving. Most 
services I attend lack the element of joy, 
and of full-throated thanksgiving for the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. This has led me 
to embark on a sermon on the psalmist’s 
words, “It is a good thing to give thanks 
unto the Most High,” and I am discover- 
ing that it is more difficult to praise God 
than to catalogue one’s sins! 

THURSDAY e Boswell once said to 
Samuel Johnson after an evening at the 
club, “We had good conversation.” “No, 
Sir,” thundered the Doctor, ““We had talk 
enough, but no conversation. There was 
nothing discussed.” I looked up the words 
“speak,” “talk,” and ‘“‘converse” in the 
dictionary: there’s quite a sermon there! 

FRIDAY e The Psalmist’s good sense 
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in going to the house of God “to inquire 
in his temple,” struck me forcibly tonight 
when I was asked, in a room full of 
chattering people, whether I did not agree 
that Hindus and Christians worship the 
same God. Is there a Yes-No answer to 
that one? And what difference does the 
answer make if the questioner is merely 
curious? There are some answers that 
can be given only on one’s knees before 
God, says the psalmist (Ps. 27). 


SATURDAY e | heard a radio preacher 
say recently that ‘Responsibility is our 
response to his ability,” and it reminded 
me of another homiletical gem, “History 
is His story.”’ There is some truth in 
both these clever sayings, but the skep- 
tical friend who happened to be listening- 
in with me exploded in a burst of indig- 
nation. It seemed to him to be just a 
clever play on words, the sort of thing 
we preachers are always up to, juggling 
with counters instead of dealing with 
reality. His strong reaction gave me food 
for thought. 


SUNDAY e [ have heard so much loose 
and irresponsible talk lately, much of it 
from church people, that I felt bound to 
preach on “The Christian and His 
Tongue.” Naturally I read James 3 for 
my scripture (and many people asked 
me where it came from; they had heard 
it before!), but I found my text in Ec- 
clesiastes’ suggestive saying, “The words 
of the wise are as goads . .. and as nails 
firmly fixed.” 
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Threats to Constructive Action 


Ritual, diversion and fear are always 
possible threats to effective action in sup- 
port of our Christian convictions. They 
are possible hazards to realistic ap- 
proaches in several areas of current con- 
cern. 

Prayer is undoubtedly good, but even 
a prayer meeting may not always be in 
order. Devout Christians do well to be 
alert to some dangers to their witness that 
come via ritual that paralyzes our good 
intentions. (We need only recall a Moses 
who brought upon himself the divine re- 
buke when he stood prayerfully looking 
hackward to Egypt instead of moving 
ahead to a new land. This was surely 
not the last instance when an effort was 
made to neutralize positive action by 
ritual.) 

It is easy to engage in our litanies, 
listing possible courses of obedience to 
the high vision, to think of objectives that 
stir our imagination and inspire our best 
responses—and to leave them as idle 
words on a scrap of paper. Even the voice 
of supposed wisdom or superior judgment 
can fill the air with so many possible 
means of sound procedure that we are 
lost in our meditation and, assenting to 
all, follow none. 

Many a prayer or community meeting 
in this way neutralizes what might have 
been needed positive steps, for it encour- 
ages the comfortable feeling that through 
our ritual we have done something sig- 
nificant when we may have merely left 
it the point of talk or prayer. 

The British Weekly recently editorial- 
ized in discussing a call to prayer for 
peace: 

“There are dangers in calls to special 
prayer, nevertheless, which Christians 
must recognize. It is too easy to assume 
that having specially prayed on one occa- 
sion, no more praying is needed. It is 
also easy to pass the whole responsibility 
for progress in disarmament over to God, 
and forget the human responsibility there 
is to work for peace as well as pray for it. 

“Disarmament progress is a _ petition 
that must have a permanent importance 
in the church’s intercessions. It must also 
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have a special place in the church’s mental 
wrestling and practical concern. .. . 

“The Committee for Nuclear Disarma- 
ment has done far more by its actions to 
draw attention to the sin of nuclear war 
and tests than the general resolutions and 
pronouncements of ecclesiastical bodies; 
hence the support given by students, 
writers, scientists, artists and men and 
women from every walk of life who see 
an action of protest they can understand, 
and a cause to which they can give their 
allegiance.” 

It is possible, also, to neutralize a Dos- 
sible positive step by diversion. Some- 
thing of this may even result from our 
rituals. Much of the talk-talk-talk about 
juvenile delinquency (to choose one illus- 
tration) may be such a diversion. (“We 
had a program on JD. Wasn’t is marvel- 
ous?”) We may easily avoid the stern, 
present demand upon us by a diversionary 
excursion into a field where the danger or 
cost to us is minimized. 

Positive action is further effectively 
neutralized by fear. Fear of possible con- 
sequences if a proposed course is fol- 
lowed, fear of loss of face or status, fear 
of hurt to some group or institution that 
might be involved, fear of guilt by asso- 
ciation with some whose motives or pur- 
poses may differ from our own—fear, 
fear, fear. 

Each of these bypaths seems to hold 
a particular temptation in relation to the 
struggle going on across the nation to- 
ward the winning of democratic rights 
and personal dignity for all persons. But 
the temptation should be seen for what it 
is, not elevated to a virtue which it cer- 
tainly is not. 

Ritual has neutralized many a pro- 
posed course of action in relation to the 
just claims of minorities among us for 
fair and honorable treatment in the 
schools, at the lunch counters, and in 
peaceful protests when these are not 
granted. 

In one city where tension in regard 
to school desegregation was high, prom- 
inent leaders and churchmen felt great 
pressure to take a positive stand—to do 
something. Expectations from national 
church organizations made it clear that 
they, as leaders, were in the spotlight—or 
on the spot! They themselves felt a deep 
urgency to do something more than watch 
quietly from the sidelines. So, they 
planned a great day of prayer throughout 
the city. 

Results were regrettable. Compromise 
and neutrality were the main themes of 
the plan for prayer. In fact, the prayers 
signaled the end of what had been, to 
that time, an effective protest movement. 
Moreover, the prayer services took the 
pressure off the men who had been ex- 
pected to “do something,” for now the 
national expectations had been answered. 
By an effective ritual, they had expressed 
their desire to put the whole experience 
behind them and get on with the uncon- 
troversial aspects of “church work.” By 
this means, influential, inactive and hesi- 


tant members of the group symbolically 
washed their hands of the conflict. Such 
procedure always offers a way out for 
anybody who wants it. 

Diversion is an easy threat to our con- 
sistent discipleship. It opens many by- 
paths to obedience in areas of race rela- 
tions. It may take the form of zeal for 
missions—even in Africa. It may counsel 
caution and the saving of our influence 
for some great purpose in the distant 
future. It may inflate our concern for 
a community of interest or possible threats 
to a career or an institution (or a build- 
ing fund or “the program’) until the 
demanding issue is forgotten. Many an 
individual saves his influence through 
the years until such a policy becomes 
habitual. We may often be totally un- 
aware that this habit possesses us. Or 
we may be diverted from the hard, de- 
manding choice after carefully balancing 
the alternatives, as we wait for a more 
opportune or convenient season. 





Fear of many kinds may easily neu- 
tralize personal decisions that demand a 
costly response in these times. There are 
obvious dangers in any challenge to an 
existing culture. There is always the 
possibility that a cause may be hurt by 
unwise action. We may fear for what 
may happen to us or our family or our 
future or “the cause.” We can always 
fear the Communists—that they will 
capitalize on some constructive activity 
that suits their purposes. Fear can grip 
us to such an extent that rather than take 
any risk we are effectively neutralized. 

Suppose, for instance, that Communists 
seek to profit from prevailing unrest and 
social injustices in our midst. This would 
not be surprising. What is surprising is 
that fear of them is allowed to control our 
Christian obedience, for it is difficult to 
imagine a more significant blow to the 
program of the Communists than to de- 
prive them of grist for the propaganda 
mill. Suppose some possible Communist 
sympathizer desired to filter in and in- 
fluence a movement. Does it mean that 
concerned Christians must drop every- 
thing and hide? It would seem rather 
to suggest something on the positive side, 
for nothing could possibly aid ultimate 
Communist purposes more than for good 
people to cease all efforts to combat social 
injustice and racial discrimination. The 
existence of these evils suits Communist 
purposes precisely. 

A woman who marched in a recent 
picket line protesting racial injustice from 
deep personal convictions reported how 
often she and others were called Com- 
munists. She raises a pertinent question: 

“Does the average American citizen 
really think that those who take some 
positive action or who make a strong dec- 
laration of conscience can be nothing but 
Communists? Is this not a great tribute 
to the dedication and creativity of Com- 
munists, a tribute quite unintentional on 


the part of those rendering it? Does the 
average citizen feel that he and others like 
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THE CHRIST WE DON’T PROCLAIM 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“The Son of God, Jesus Christ, whom 
we preached among you. . . .”—2 Corin- 
thians 1:19. 


HE CHRIST We Proclaim” was 

the topic assigned to the speaker. 
But in planning for it, he was haunted 
by another theme: The Christ We Don’t 
Proclaim. 

A great deal of preaching goes on 
around us as well as over our heads. There 
is no lack of orthodoxy, or eloquence, of 
fervor. More people talk about Christ in 
this year 1960 than have ever talked of 
him before. Yet the Christian church has 
received dramatic set-backs in various 
parts of the world, and even in America, 
where the church flourishes as in few 
other places, crime is steadily increasing. 
You would think, if Christ had been 
proclaimed all this while, the situation 
would be better around the world and 
around the block than it is. 


Can part of the trouble be that in 
spite of all we say, in spite of our mass 
meetings and our visitation evangelism, 
we are not proclaiming Christ after all? 
The Christ we proclaim, “the Son of God, 
Jesus Christ,” is beyond criticism. But 
our proclamation of him is not beyond 
criticism. Between Christ as he is, and 
Christ as he is brought to the minds of 
our generation, there is too wide a gap. 
We who should be the bridge have broken 
down. We who should be the pane of 
clear glass are flawed and streaked with 


dirt. 


HREE THINGS can go wrong with 

our “proclaiming” Christ. One may 
be that not really believing, we do not 
proclaim at all. We leave proclamation 
to professionals, people who (we say) are 
paid to do it, that is to say ministers, 
“Reverends”! There are numbers of 
Christians-by-supposition who are not in 
the least shocked or embarrassed by hear- 
ing Christ praised and recommended 
from the pulpit by a man in a gown, who 
would be dreadfully shocked and em- 
barrassed if anyone seriously proposed 





him may not try to change the status quo 
without losing their ‘respectability’?” 

Few dangers would seem to be greater 
than to encourage the false assumption 
that deeply concerned Christians are un- 
willing to take steps that may be of enor- 
mous personal cost to them and counter to 
prevailing patterns of thought in our sin- 
ful society. 

Ritual, diversion and fear may keep 
us “safe” for a little while. They may 
restrain us from some big mistake, but 
they may also cause us to make the great- 
est error of all: Doing nothing in a time 
of critical need, which is actually to sup- 
port existing evils. 
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that they too should proclaim Christ— 
should praise and recommend him—on 
week-days while dressed in blue jeans or 
a business suit. 

This attitude is partly funny, partly 
stupid. Most Americans are getting wise 
to advertising. The scientist in the white 
coat, the “man who thinks for himself,” 
the folksy announcer—we all know they 
are paid for saying what they say. We 
don’t blame the 
live; but we turn off the commercial if 
we can. A good many people regard the 
sermon as one more commercial, and to 
all intents and purposes they turn it off. 
The preacher advertises Christ, that’s his 
business, isn’t it? But it is not as impres- 
sive, in this era of electronics and clever 
advertising gimmicks, as the preacher 
could wish it were. 

What really sells things—books or 
cheese or tours to Europe—is not only or 
chiefly the brochures. It’s the satisfied 
customers. “Try this, it’s great, I should 
know, I can guarantee you won’t be dis- 
appointed.” Praise and recommendation 
from a friend who knows, that’s what 
sells things. It is equally true in the very 
highest of all realms. Why should we 
leave the proclaiming of Christ to the 
professional advertising men? Indeed, if 
we say we “believe in” Christ but never 
actually say a good word for him, don’t 
we raise the suspicion that we do not in 
fact believe? 





So a first thing that can go wrong with 
proclaiming Christ is that our “belief” i 
so slight and small a thing that we are 
never impelled to speak of it. But a sec- 
ond thing can be the matter: we verbalize 
“proclamation.” We do recommend Christ 
by word; but we fail to recommend him 
in action. This is a frequent failing of 
the professionals, the paid preachers and 
pray-ers. A woman with a serious prob- 
lem, or a nest of them, on her hands and 
heart, went to her minister about them. 
But just at that moment his favorite ball 
team was about to cut loose on the TV, 
and he couldn’t be bothered with prob- 
lems. So she went away. It is not likely 
that she will consult her minister any 
more. He will be her preacher but not 
her minister. If he had cut church some 
Sunday the deacons would be pretty hot 
about it. But since he only was too busy 
with TV sports to bother with a woman, 


the deacons won’t mind very much. But 
when a minister is given a salary so as 
to be “free from worldly cares and avoca- 
tions,” what is it he is free for? Extra 
time with the Pink Sox, or extra time with 
people ? 


THIRD THING that goes wrong 

with our “proclaiming” Christ is 
that we do no more than caricature him. 
Most of us have had pictures taken that 
make us look like the village idiot. We 
should hate to think of someone passing 
out copies of that unfortunate picture— 
“This is my friend, I hope you can meet 
him.” (Not if I can help it, my boy!) 
We in turn pass out, so to speak, very 
poor pictures of Christ, pictures that are 
libels, no less. 

Caricatures of Christ are too numerous 
to describe them all. There is the ghostly 
Christ—one had almost said the ghastly 
Christ, a pale bloodless figure, no real 
man at all. Either an ascetic wraith and 
remainder of a man, one who never 
smiled, a man of sorrows and nothing 
else; or else no man at all, but a creature 
beyond this world’s pain and sorrow; a 
God who has the shape of a man but 
no other human characteristics; who 
thinks and knows and plans as God, not 
man; a man who cannot be tempted be- 
cause he cannot sin. 

Or again the mere historic Jesus, a 
figure from a bygone past, of heroic vir- 
tues but with a tragic end, symbol of all 
the broken hopes of man, dying with a 
cry of horror on his lips, the man of joy 
dying in blood. Or perhaps the Christ 
of a question in some catechism, a Christ 
who is no more than a delicately balanced 
formula, the Christ who can be described 
only in certain formal phrases, no more 
companionable, no more full of life and 
blessing than a definition in a textbook. 
Or sometimes the Christ of sheer force 
and violence, bursting in flame and thun- 
der upon an unsuspecting world, blasting 
his enemies by the hot breath of his 
mouth, setting up a kingdom not of love 
any longer but of naked force... . 


F THE TRUE CHRIST did not 

somehow and often break through our 
weird shadow-images of him, our world 
would be in worse plight than it is. Yet 
the blame for the mis-telling of his story 
must be our own. Is it possible that the 
Christ we proclaim is not the Christ who 
is and is to be, only because we ourselves 
have so little knowledge of our Lord and 
of his grace? 
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Nashville Negroes 
Visit 11 Churches 


Nashville, Tenn., which was earlier in 
the news in connection with the expulsion 
of James M. Lawson, Jr., from the Van- 
derbilt Divinity School for his leadership 
in the lunch counter sit-ins (OUTLOOK, 
Mar. 21), has come in for more attention 
as Negroes visited several white churches 
on a Sunday morning. 

Eleven churches were visited by repre- 
sentatives of the Nashville Christian 
Leadership Council, related to the south- 
ern organization headed by Martin Lu- 
ther King, iy. of Atlanta. About 50 
Negroes took part in the movement, some 
of them distributing printed requests to 
churchgoers to join them in praying for 
an end to racial segregation. 

A leader of the group explained that 
the purpose of the step was not to get 
into the white churches but to ask wor- 
shipers to join them in prayer. He said 
that at only two churches were officials 
“nasty” to the visitors. 

At some of the churches the Negroes 
were invited in; in some cases they pre- 
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sented themselves at the door and were 
seated, with no segregation. Some min- 
isters expressed disapproval of the effort 
to distribute the requests for prayer. 
Others said their attendance caused no 
concern. Unitarian and Roman Catholic 
leaders said Negroes attend regularly and 
are always welcome. 

The NCLC printed form said in part: 
“The recent developments toward racial 
understanding must be rooted in a spirit- 
ual comprehension of the situation. This 
can be done in prayer.” 


At Vanderbilt 


Next day at the dedication of a new 
building and chapel at the Vanderbilt 
Divinity School, Dean Liston Pope of the 
Yale Divinity School made the address. 
In referring to the recent Lawson incident 
and related matters he said, “I would 
not be true to my convictions if I did not 
make it clear that my presence here today 
in no way constitutes an endorsement 
of the University’s action.” 

Vanderbilt Divinity students devoted 
their weekly Prospectus for March 16 
(in a copyrighted edition) to the Lawson 
incident, defending the principle of civil 
disobedience “when the end is justice, 
freedom, and honor for men.” The stu- 
dent body officially called the university 
action “a grave error” and affirmed sup- 
port of Lawson. 

Among the articles in the mimeograph- 
ed paper is one by Everett Tilson, asso- 
ciate professor of Biblical theology, de- 





fending Lawson and calling for the uni- 
versity to resist outside pressure in its 
own dedication to the quest for truth. He 
strenuously criticized persons who protest 
the means being used in the sit-ins and 
described the “transparent bankruptcy of 
the case of Vanderbilt University” 
against Lawson and the “apparent des- 
peration of its spokesmen.” He said that 
he (Tilson) had no right to protest the 
sit-ins unless he had been denied service 
at such lunch counters because of his race. 

James Sellers, assistant professor of 
theology, while defending Lawson’s free- 
dom to act, thinks that many who agree 
with the sit-ins do not seem “to under- 
stand the tragic depths of the problem of 
helping white Southerners to see the 
light.” 


Support for Sit-Ins 
From Many Areas 


WASHINGTON, D.C. (RNs)—Under- 
graduate students of Catholic University 
of America here adopted a resolution con- 
demning the arrest and expulsion of 
students in the South who have been 
participating in demonstrations against 
segregation. 

The students then joined in the battle 
for civil rights legislation in Congress 
by distributing to every member of the 
Senate and many of the House copies of 
the 1958 statement by the Catholic bish- 
ops of the U.S. which warned that en- 
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forced racial segregation is contrary to 
the will of God. 

Catholic University’s Undergraduate 
Student Council took the action on its 
own initiative after receiving appeals for 
support from both Negro and white col- 
lege students in areas affected by the 
recent lunch counter “sit-downs’” and 
other demonstrations. 


Methodist Board 

Cuicaco (RNS) — Participants in 
Southern lunch counter sit-down demon- 
strations were commended by the Meth- 
odist Church’s Board of Social and Eco- 
nomic Relations for their “dignified, non- 
violent conduct.” 

“We regret that many citizens of our 
country are denied basic human rights,” 
the 46-member board said in a statement 
drawn up at its semi-annual meeting 
here. 

In another action, the board expressed 
penitence that “‘as a denomination we 
have failed to live up to our own pro- 
nouncements” on race relations. 


Baptist Students 
RALEIGH, N.C. (RNs) — Boycott of 
North Carolina stores refusing lunch 
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of our fellow-citizens of the state of 
North Carolina to obtain recognition of 
their human rights.” 

Its statement came in connection with 
Negro demonstrations against segregated 
food service. 


N. C. Ministers 

FAYETTEVILLE, N.C. (RNS) — White 
and Negro clergy in North Carolina con- 
tinue to urge “‘equal service” for all at 
lunch counters. Besides endorsing the 
peaceful sitdown protests and advocating 
community effort toward solving racial 
tensions, some ministerial groups also 


counter service to Negroes was called for 
by a white Baptist student group here 
and Negro students in Charlotte. 

The 21-member executive council of 
the Baptist Student Union, representing 
450 of 6,000 students at North Carolina 
State College here, adopted a resolution 
urging such a boycott to “remain in force 
until unequal policies are terminated.” 
Raleigh Group 

RALEIGH, N.C. (RNS)—The Catholic 
Interracial Council of Raleigh has issued 
a statement declaring that “we view with 
sincere interest and sympathy, the efforts 


have pressed for boycotting establish- 
ments practicing discrimination. 

In Fayetteville, the executive commit- 
tees of the Ministers Association (white) 
and the Ministers’ Alliance (Negro) in 
a joint petition called on owners and 
managers of stores which operate “white 
only” lunch counters to “revise their 
policy so that just and Christian treat- 
ment may be given to all regardless of 
race or color.” 


Nashville Church Women 

NASHVILLE, TENN. (RNS)—The ex- 
ecutive board of United Church Women 
of Nashville adopted a resolution here 
calling for “social justice as an outgrowth 
of recent lunch counter sit-ins by Negro 
demonstrators.” 
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LET’S LOOK AT THE FACTS! 


A seminary student aged 25 looks over the insurance field and being 
intelligent he (or she) makes inquiry. 

Since the Presbyterian Ministers’ Fund, a share-the-wealth company, 
holds a peculiar place in this field, he finds: 
investment in premiums over 20 years of 
an insurance program of $10,000 and a possible cash settle- 
ment of $3,981,00* is available. 
Or, at age 65 for an investment of $6,532.00 over 40 years a 
$10,000 insurance policy is purchased, and then a possible 
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Seven seniors were graduated recently 
at Austin Presbyterian Theological Sem- 
inary as follows: 

Don Alan Farquahar, who has become 
assistant pastor of the First church, Odes- 
sa, Texas. 

Donald A. Correu, minister of education, 
First church, Abiline, Texas. 

Charles E. Lambert, minister of educa- 
tion, Lakeside church, Richmond, Va. 

Charles B. Partee, Jr., who will take 
graduate work at the University of Texas. 

George R. Stewart, First church, Hen- 
derson, Texas. 

Frank Simcik, Jr., serving the Granger 
and Seaton, Texas, Brethren churches as 
well as the Ocker and Wall churches. 

Richard C. Wells will study at the Berlin 
Seminary, West Germany, next year. 
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THE RISEN LIFE 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for April 17, 1960 
Colossians 3:1-15 


Our lesson for this Easter Sunday deals 
not with the fact of the resurrection but 
with its significance for our life here on 
earth. 

The letter from which our text is taken 
was written by Paul during his first Ro- 
man imprisonment (about 62 A.D.) to 
the Christians in the little city of Colosse, 
which was about one hundred miles east 
of Ephesus in Asia Minor. Paul had 
never visited Colosse. The town had re- 
ceived the gospel, however, from the 
hands of his friend, Epaphras, who now 
brings him word that heretical influences 
are at work in the congregation, under- 
mining Paul’s influence and corrupting 
the pure gospel of Jesus Christ. Paul 
thereupon sits down and writes this letter, 
which he sends to them by the hands of 
Tychicus (4:7) and Onesimus (4:9). 

In the section assigned for our study 
he deals with the Christian life in the 
light of the resurrection. 


1. The Basis of the Christian Life, 
3:1-4 


In a number of passages Paul draws a 
parallel between the life of Christ and 
the life of a believer in Christ. Christ 
died and rose again. So finally will every 
Christian die and rise again. But there 
is a real sense in which he dies and lives 
again in this life. If he really believes 
in Christ, he dies with him to sin and 
rises with him into newness of life here 
below. In the last paragraph of chapter 
2 Paul tells the Colossians what it means 
to die with Christ in this particular sense, 
applying the truth to the situation in 
Colosse. 

In the present paragraph he deals with 
the converse side. Those who become 
Christians share the risen life of Christ, 
and their own life must now take a dif- 
ferent direction and be ruled by their 
relation to their ascended Lord (3:1-2). 

If a man has been raised together with 
Christ, that is, if he has a genuine sav- 
ing faith in Christ, sufficient to give him 
a part or a share in Christ’s resurrection, 
Paul says he will do two things: (1) 
seek the things that are above; and (2) 
set his mind on the things that are above. 
(Note that “affection” in the KJv, vs. 2, 
should be translated “mind” as the Rsv.) 

First, Paul exhorts us to “seek the 
things that are above.” James H. Snow- 
den once wrote, 


“What a man seeks, reveals what he is. 
If we see one man seeking a saloon and 
another man seeking a church we know 
these two men. Everyone is drawn by his 
affinities towards that which he is like. 
We may discern the nature of our hearts 
by looking at those things that exert the 
most powerful pull upon us.” 
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The Christian seeks those things which 
are above, the things approved by Christ; 
not merely those things which have tem- 
porary value, but also those which have 
eternal value. He does not merely desire 
these things or admire them; he seeks 
them actively, energetically, persistently. 
To bring out the full force of the Greek 
tense, A, T. Robertson translates the 
phrase: “Keep on seeking the upward 
things.” 

But this carries with it a second obli- 
gation: ‘Set your minds on things above.” 
In effect Paul says, You must not only 
seek heaven, you must also think heaven. 
The change involved in conversion per- 
vades a man’s whole nature. “It affects 
not only his practical conduct, but his 
intellectual conceptions also.” (Light- 
foot.) 

Robertson points out that here as in 
the previous verse it should be translated : 
“Keep on thinking the things above, not 
the things upon the earth.” Not all the 
things on earth are sinful. But even the 
things which are good become harmful if 
pursued to the exclusion of and in the 
place of the things above. 

This advice, Y. W. Crafer points out, 
is fully in accord with what modern psy- 
chology would suggest (cf. Phil. 4:8). 
“It is not ascetic rigor (advocated by the 
heretics of Colosse—see, for example, 
2:20-23) that will master fleshly tempta- 
tion. It is the expulsive power of a new 
and grand idea which will best achieve 
it.” We set our minds on the things 
which are above when we set them on 
Christ, when we meditate on his Word, 
when we kneel in prayer, when we con- 
sider the various phases of the good, the 
true, the beautiful. How else? 

Paul is convinced that his readers will 
seek the things that are above and will 
think the things that are shown, because 
(vs. 3) their old life is dead. Their new 
life is hidden indeed from the world; 
nonetheless it is centered, like Christ’s 
own life, in God above. When Christ is 
manifested hereafter, then it will be seen 
that his followers share in his life and 
in his glory (vs. 4). 

What are some of things above that 
we may seek in the midst of our daily 
routine? What ought to be the influence 
on any individual life of constantly look- 
ing up to and thinking of the Lord Jesus 
Christ? Do we seek the things which are 
above? How? Do we set our minds on 
the things which are above? How? Do 
we do it in the most effective way? Should 
there be a regular time and a regular 
method? What effect do the movies that 
we see, our friends, our work and read- 
ing, have on these two fundamental 
Christian obligations? 





In 3:1-4 Paul is dealing with the foun- 
dation of the Christian life. As A. T. 
Robertson puts it: 

“The baptized life means that the Chris- 
tian is seeking heaven and thinking heav- 
en. His feet are upon the earth, but his 
head is with the stars. He is living like 
a citizen of heaven here on earth.” 


In the verses that follow Paul applies 
this doctrine of heavenly mindedness in 
various details. 


Il. The Obligations of the Christian 

Life, 3:5-17 

Paul says that if the Christian is seek- 
ing the things that are above and setting 
his mind on the things that are above, 
there are some things he will put off (or 
put to death), and there are other things 
he will put on. In general, he will put 
off the old man and put on the new man. 
Or, as we might phrase it, he will put 
off the old nature (the old, unregenerated 
nature) and put on the new nature, pat- 
terned after that of Jesus Christ. 

A. Things to Put Off (3:5-11.) “Put 
to death (KJv—mortify) therefore what 
is earthly in you.” Get rid of them we 
would say. Get rid of what? What is 
earthly in you, i.e., your sins, anything 
that is inconsistent with your Christian 
profession. When a man gives his heart 
to Christ, the body of sin has been killed, 
but some of its members still remain. 
“Tt takes a long time to kill a snake. The 
death stroke has been given to sin, but 
the struggle goes on.” 

In the verses that follow Paul enu- 
merates three groups of sins, not because 
they are the only sins that Christians 
must contend with, but because they are 
typical ones which are apt to live on even 
in the Christian. First, there are sins 
against purity; second, the sin of covet- 
ousness; and finally, the sins against 
charitableness. Under this last heading 
he names (1) anger, a word which de- 
notes a more or less settled feeling of 
hatred; (2) wrath, a word which refers 
to an explosive outburst; (3) malice, 
meaning plain badness of heart, an evil 
habit of mind, malignity, “the vicious 
nature which is bent on doing harm to 
others”; (4) slander or evil speaking; 
(5) foul talk from your mouth, which 
may mean abusive language, or filthy, 
unclean talk, as in Ephesians 5:4, sala- 
cious double entendre in which some men 
delight, smutty stories, slimy details”; 
and (6) lying. This sin, as Snowden 
points out, assumes many shapes and 
shades. 

“It not only gets uttered by Christian 
lips in outright lies, but also insinuates 
itself into our speech in many subtle 
forms. Exaggeration, misrepresentation, 
deceit, shaping things so as to make them 
fit our views and interests or our preju- 
dices—how many are the cunning ways 
in which we can mix falsehood with our 
speech and make ourselves believe we are 
telling the truth when we are telling a lie. 
Many a Christian, who is little tempted 
in the flesh and to whom an intoxicating 
drink may be a repulsive thing and who 
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is strict to the point of abstinence and 
prohibition in matters of appetite, will yet 
cherish uncharitable feeling and show an 
un-Christian spirit and spit out spiteful 
words, perhaps all the while priding him- 
sel on his superior virtue.” 

Why should we get rid of sins of this 
sort? Three reasons are suggested in 
this passage. First, because heaven is our 
destination. The “therefore” in verse 5 
refers back to verses 1-4. Second, because 
such sins incur God’s judgment (vs. 6). 
Third, because if we are real Christians 
we have put off the old man, i.e., our old 
unregenerate nature and have put on the 
new man, i.e., the new nature that is 
being renewed into knowledge after the 
image of him that created him. The Greek 
tense indicates that in the true Christian 
there is a continual growth towards the 
full or perfect knowledge of God’s goal 
for us in Christ. 

The power to overcome these sins and 
to grow in the divine image comes to us 
from God (vs. 10). 

In this regenerated life, this spiritual 
region into which the believer is trans- 
ferred in Christ, Paul adds, all human 
differences become unimportant. Old 
prejudices are forgotten and men become 
one in Christ (vs. 11). If we realize that 
Christ’s spirit is to be found in all men, 
men of every race and class and condi- 
tion, and if Christ is accepted as the 
ultimate goal of our lives, then such dis- 
tinctions will become unimportant and 
the brotherhood of man will become a 
reality (vs. 11). 

B. Things to Put On (3:12-17). 
There are some things Paul has indicated 
that the Christian must put off, just as 
he would discard old, outworn garments. 
On the other hand, there are some things 
that we must put on, because we are 
God’s “‘chosen ones” (the word denotes 
choice or election by God not only to 
salvation, but also to any special priv- 
ilege or work), because we are holy, i.e 
consecrated to God's service, and because 
we are the objects of his love. What are 
the things which a Christian should seek 
to put on: 


") 


(1) Compassion, or Pity. Surely the 
call to compassion was never greater than 
it is today. But the need is so great that 
our hearts become numbed. Some of us 
can no longer weep unless tragedy comes 


home to our own beloved circle. We must 
not allow familiarity or the magnitude of 
the world’s sorrow to close our hearts to 
the world’s need. (2) Kindness, which 
has been defined as “the proper Christian 
temper in our relation to others, that 
goodness of heart that makes us act right- 
ly in dealing with each other.” (3) Low- 
liness, or the proper estimate of our- 
selves. (4) Meekness, used here in 
the sense of gentleness, the opposite of 
rudeness. (5) Longsuffering or patience, 
the ability to endure, without being ruf- 
fled, without giving way under the strain. 
(6) Forbearance, which means the ability 
to hold one’s self back, when tempted to 
break loose and fly at one another. “The 
same idiom occurs in Eph. 4:2, only 
there Paul adds ‘in love.’ Without love 
they will not exercise this noble self- 
restraint and hold themselves back from 
words or deed.” (A. T. Robertson.) (7) 
A willingness to forgive, as Christ also 
has forgiven us. (8) Love, which is the 
crown and climax of the Christian vir- 
tues. “Above all these put on love, which 
binds everything together in perfect har- 
mony.” A. T. Robertson tells us that the 
figure here is that of a “girdle.” Among 
the ancients all the other garments were 
held together in place and in proper re- 
lation to one another by the girdle that 
made for speed and service. So love binds 
the virtues into a harmonious whole. It 
is the garment that holds the others in 
their places. 

How can we clothe ourselves in these 
Christian virtues? Paul makes three sug- 
gestions: 

(1) “Let the peace of Christ (KJv: 
God) rule in your hearts.” The peace of 
Christ here is not only the peace which 
Christ makes for us with God, but also 
that peace which fills us with serenity 
and tranquility in all our relations with 
men. To rule means to act as umpire. 
Robertson translates, “And let the peace 
of Christ keep on acting as umpire in 
your hearts.” In other words wherever 
there is a conflict of motives or impulses 
or reasons, the peace of Christ must step 
in and decide what is to prevail. You 
were called into the Christian life or into 
the Christian body, Paul adds, for the 
very purpose of having and showing this 
peace of Christ. The exhortation to keep 
on being thankful, even when it is dif- 
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ficult to do so, is added to this clause, I 
think, because only so can the peace of 
Christ reign in our hearts and lives (cf, 
Phil. 4:6-7). 

(2) “Let the word of Christ dwell in 
you richly, as you teach and admonish 
one another in all wisdom, and as you 
sing psalms and hymns and Spiritual 
songs, with thankfulness in your hearts 
to God.’”’ We cannot hope to measure up 
to the Christian ideal unless we allow 
Christ’s word, (i.e., the teachings of our 
Lord and of his apostles) to inhabit us, 
to find in us its very home. “It should 
not be treated as a stranger, but received 
as an everyday and intimate guest, as the 
master of the house who regulates all 
things in it.” We should not neglect 
either the value that comes from the sing- 
ing of psalms and hymns and other spirit- 
ual songs. But they have little value for 
us, Paul warns, unless we sing with 
thankfulness. One cannot help being 
struck by the importance which Paul at- 
taches to thankfulness. If we would be- 
gin giving it a larger place in our lives 
we might discover the reason why. 

(3) The final rule which Paul gives us 
for the realization of the Christian ideal 
is, “And whatever you do, in word or 
deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus.’ If we really center our life 
in him, everything else will follow. But 
Paul reminds us the third time that there 
is an essential ingredient, which is too 
often omitted, “giving thanks to God the 
Father through him.” 

John Sutherland Bonnell tells of a 
woman who came to him unhappy and 
distraught, showing definite symptoms of 
nervous tension and strain, realizing that 
she had become more of a burden than a 
help to her family. Gradually she found 
her way back to serenity and peace, and 
the passage of Scripture which helped 
her most to find the spiritual resources 
that she needed was this passage from 
Colossians, which in Moffatt’s transla- 
tion reads as follows: 

“As God’s own chosen, then, as con- 
secrated and beloved, be clothed with com- 
passion, kindliness, humility, gentleness. 
and good temper—forbear and forgive 
each other in any case of complaint; as 
Christ forgave you, so must you forgive. 
And above all you must be loving, for 
love is the link of the perfect life. Also, 
let the peace of Christ be supreme within 
your hearts—that is why you have been 
called as members of one body.” 

No doubt there are many who study 
this passage who might also find that it 
opens the way to serenity and peace, to 
health of body and mind and soul. So 
much unhappiness is of our own making. 
The Christian way is a way to peace and 
to happiness, in this life as well as in the 
life to come. On this Easter Sunday, as 
we think of the resurrection of our Lord, 
let us resolve, with his help, to seek the 
things that are above, and to set our 
minds on the things which are above. 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 


sion of Education, National Council of Churches. Scrip 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


Current book club selections: 

Pastoral Psychology (April)—Chil- 
dren in the Church, Iris Culley. West- 
minster Press. 

Pulpit (April)—Creative Imagination 
in Preaching, Webb B. Garrison. Abing- 
don Press. 

Religious (April) — The Parables: 
Sermons on the Stories Jesus Told. Ger- 
ald Kennedy. Harper & Bros. 

* * x 

“The Religious Book Which Needs to 
Be Written” was described at the recent 
meeting of the Religious Publishers 
Group in St. Louis as follows: 

“1, Books on the history and ereeds of 
various denominations and sects. These 
should be more comprehensive but not 
separate volumes on each denomination. 

“2. Books on the several world reli- 
gions. 

‘3. Books of prayers for special occa- 
sions. 

“4. Books for young adults and older 
people on ethics and devotional programs.” 

* * x 





St. Louis librarians reported at the 
same meeting (see above) the six most 
frequently used books in the reference 
library on religion, philosophy and ethics 
in that city (with major users young men 
in their 30s): 

Everyday Life in Old Testament 
Times, Erie W. Heaton, Scribners. 

All of the Women of the Bible, Edith 
Deen, Harpers. 

Church and State in the U. S., Anson 
Phelps Stokes, 3 vols. Scribners. 

A History of the Christian Church. 
Scribners. 

A History of the Expansion of Chris- 
tianity, K. S. Latourette, 7 vols., Harpers. 

The Interpreter’s Bible, 12  vols., 
Abingdon Press. 

Crowell’s May 20 publication of The 
Best of Charles E. Jefferson by Frederick 
K. Stamm will introduce to this genera- 
tion one of the great minds and hearts 
of the past. 


THE PERPETUAL MIRACLE. By Frank 
Halliday Ferris. Bobbs-Merrill Co., Indian- 
apolis. 192 pp., $3.00. 


“Jesus did not ask to be worshipped. 
He asked to be followed.” He “presents 
his religion in congenial terms, in terms 
not of creed but of action.”” With this 
statement Dr. Ferris sets the stage for 
his twelve concise studies on the teachings 
of Jesus. 

This is not a book of theoretical prin- 
ciples on the various facets of Jesus’ com- 
mands and instructions, but a book on 
how to live in the relationship to God 
which Christ would have those who seek 
to be his disciples live. This is a “how 
to do it” book, not a “theory on. . .” 
book. 


Dr. Ferris draws from several parables 
to emphasize the points which he is try- 
ing to get across to his readers. He uses, 
not only some of the well-known parables 
such as the Prodigal; but also some of the 
lesser used ones such as The Friend at 
Midnight and the parable of the Wedding 
Feast of the King’s Son. One is impressed 
by the way in which Dr. Ferris sets the 
stories in modern language and scenes 
so that the reader can see himself as he 
really is, and might become. 

The study entitled “The Dangers of 
Living,” (based on the Parable of the 
Talents) is a well-done presentation of 


Jesus’ teaching on how to live this life. 


as preparation for the next. The whole 
chapter can be summed up in these words: 
“if we can overcome the dangers of liv- 
ing, we need not fear the danger of dy- 
ing.” 

In these studies, ideal for the Lenten 
season, a Christian finds that in Jesus’ 
teachings there is hope today in a world 
filled with fear of destruction even as 
there was hope for those who “heard him 
gladly” 2,000 years ago. 

A book which contains much which is 
both inspiring and thought-provoking, it 
is, nevertheless, a most readable book. 
It is ideal for the layman to help him 
to understand his faith, and would lend 
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itself readily to a series of Lenten medi- 
tations for the preacher. 

GrorcE H. PIKe. 
Third Presbyterian Church, 
Dubuque, Iowa 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


Varieties of Protestantism. John B. Cobb, 
Jr. Westminster Press, Philadelphia, Pa. 
$4.50. 

One Out of Four. Myrtle Williamson. 
John Knox Press, Richmond, Va. $1.50 

Church Music and Theology. Erik Rout- 
ley. Muhlenberg Press, Philadelphia, Pa. 
$2. 2.25. 

And Still He Speaks. Edward L. R. El- 
son. Fleming H. Revell Co., Westwood, N. 
J. $2.50. 
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MY CUP RUNNETH OVER 


by R. L. Middleton 


This volume brings into focus many of 
the reasons why cups should be over- 
flowing with gratitude to God for his 
benefits. Twenty-two brief devotionals, 
each with a different theme, are closely 
related to everyday life. Each topic is 
abundantly illustrated with poems, Bible 
verses, excerpts from literature, and per- 
sonal testimonies. Thus great truths 
are illuminated to show their relation 
to life. $2.50 





also by R. L. Middleton 


THINKING ABOUT GOD . $2.00 
DON’T DISAPPOINT GOD $2.00 


Order from your 


bookdealer 
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Nashville 3, Tennessee 





15 





MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 
Presbyterian, U. S. 

Joseph B. Mullin from Paducah, Ky., to 
4213 Church Way, Louisville, Ky. 

William N. Gordon, Houston, Texas, will 
become pastor of the First church, Fair- 
mont, N. C., May 1. 

Perry H. Biddle, Jr. from the graduate 
school, Union Seminary (Va.) to the 
Barton 3363 Berea Rd., 








Heights church, 33 
Memphis 9, Tenn. 

James M. Smith from the Forsyth, Mo. 
(U.S.), church to the First (UPUSA) 
church, Carthage, Mo., April 3. 

Charles Pratt from Cincinnati, Ohio, to 
the First church, Ft. Thomas, Ky. 

J. M. Duckwall from Middletown, Va., 
to Rt. 1, Berkeley Springs, W. Va. 

Graham Gordon, Richmond, Ky., will 
become regional director of Christian 
education for the Synods U. S. and 
UPUSA of Kentucky, succeeding John 
R. Gosney, who has become field director 
of Christian education in the Synod of 
New Jersey. Mr. Gordon’s headquarters 
will be in Lexington. 

John W. Largent, Jr. from Tampa, Fla., 
to the Port Charlotte, Fla., church, 837 
Baldwin Ct. 

Clements E. Lamberth, Jr. from Grape- 
vine, Texas, to the Coleman, Texas, 
church. 

H. A. Johnson, formerly of the AME 
Church, has become pastor of the Rice 
Memorial church, 928 Coleman St., S. W., 
Atlanta, Ga. 

R. H. Jeter, formerly of New Orleans 
Presbytery, has had his name erased from 
the roll of that presbytery. 

Masaya Hibino, 1959 Columbia Semi- 
nary graduate, is now a student at Prince- 
ton Seminary. 

Edwin N. Grigsby, 1959 Louisville Semi- 
nary graduate, now serves the McGuire 
Memorial church, Beattyville, Ky. 

Robert C. Gay from Washington, D. C., 
to 308% Dayton St., Muscogee, Okla. 

A. T. Dyal, Jr. from Rusk, Texas, to the 
First church, Box 462, Alvin, Texas. 

J. Harper Brady, formerly of the Brain- 
erd church, Chattanooga, Tenn., is now 
at 211 Brookfield Ave., Chattanooga 11, 
where he is organizing a new church. 

Charles E. Bell from Cornelia, Ga., to 
R.F.D., Surgoinsville, Tenn., where he 
serves the New Providence church. 

Donald J. MacGuire from Mobile, Ala., 
to 2128 Felder Ter., Montgomery, Ala. 

Herbert M. McCallum from Altanta, 
Ga., to Box 451, Chapel HIl, N. C. 

Chester F. McClure from Bardstown, 
Ky., to Middletown, Ky. 

Russell E. Nees from Henderson, Ark., 
to the First church, Athens, La. 

Kenneth C. Nordvall, formerly of Clear- 
water, Fla., is at 1118 Eau Claire St., 
Tampa 5, Fla., where he is organizing a 
new church. 

Charlies W. Owens from Troy, Mo., to 
associate pastor of the Westminster 
church, Alexandria, Va. 

Robert S. Owens, Jr. from Louisville, 
Ky., to Whitesburg, Ky., where he serves 
the Graham Memorial church. 
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F. B. O’Leary, Jr., from Lexington, Ky., 
to 1022 S. First St., Louisville, Ky. 

Robert F. Gribble is retiring soon as 
professor of Old Testament Languages 
and Exegesis at Austin Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary after continuous 
service in that position since 1923. He 
was earlier an instructor for four years. 


United Presbyterian, USA 

Merle E. Porter from Osbornville, N. J., 
to 800 School St., Indiana, Pa. 

Lowell M. Campbell from Anchorage, 
Alaska, to 228 W. Second St., Milan, Ill. 

Chaplain Dean K. Veltman from Brook- 
lyn, N. Y., to Quarters S-6, Naval Station, 
Annapolis, Md. 


HONORARY DEGREE 

Chang Hui Hwang of Formosa, now 
taking graduate work at Union Seminary, 
New York, received an honorary Doctor 
of Divinity degree at Monmouth College 
last month. 


AUSTIN ALUMNI 

Dwight A. Sharp, San Antonio, Texas, 
is the new president of the Austin Semi- 
nary Alumni Association; Daniel A. 
Baker, Houston, Texas, is vice-president; 
James W. Moseley, Galveston, Texas, is 
treasurer, and William !. Boand, Uvalde, 
Texas, is executive-secretary. 


DCEs 
Ruth Farrior from Tyler, Texas, to the 
First church, Columbia, S. C., March 28. 


DEATHS 

Earl |. Hamlin of the First church, 
Albion, N. Y., died following a long 
illness March 9. 

Adolphus Augustus Rochester, 83, one- 
time missionary to the Belgian Congo 
and since 1942 serving as a foreign mig- 
sionary in Jamaica, British West Indies, 
died Feb. 23. 

Mrs. Andrew (Sharif) Thakur Das, 62, 
died March 18 in a New York hospital 
after an illness of several months. Dr. 
Thakur Das is regional secretary for 
Africa of the United Presbyterian, USA, 
Commission on Ecumenical Mission and 
Relations. Mrs. Thakur Das had been a 
teacher in Lahore, Pakistan. 








DAVIS AND ELKINS 
COLLEGE 


Elkins, West Virginia 


A four-year college for men and 
women. 

Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 

Emphasizes Christian Character and 
thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the individual 
student. 

Beautiful campus; bracing climate; 
modern buildings; excellent equipment. 

A splendidly trained faculty of Chris- 
tian men and women. 

A good place for an investment. 


OCCIDENTAL 
COLLEGE 


IN THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES 


Artuur G. Coons, President 


One of America’s leading institutions of 
liberal arts and sciences in the tradition 
of the small church-related college. With 
exceptionally high academic standards in 
the context of a Christian emphasis, Occi- 
dental is a co-educational institution grant- 
ing B.A. and M.A. degrees, including 
teaching credentials. With an enrollment 
of 1350 and a faculty of 120, the college 
provides individual attention conducive to 
the full development of the individual. 
Beautiful 120 acre campus in a convenient 
and desirable location. 


Write for Literature 
OCCIDENTAL COLLEGE 


Los Angeles 41, California 














WESTMINSTER 


A College for Men; Fulton, Missouri 
A four-year Liberal Arts College with a century of distinctive service 
in training leaders for Church, State, Business and the Professions. 


For catalog and information write 


ROBERT L. D. DAVIDSON, President 








Maryville 
College 


(Founded 1819) 


Address President Ralph Waldo Lloyd, 
Maryville College, Maryville, Tennessee 





A liberal arts, coeducational college related to the United 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., offering a well- 
balanced curriculum in 26 major subject areas. 
accredited. Students from 35 states and several foreign 
countries in student body of about eight hundred. Cost of 
$890 a year for tuition, board, room, and fees, with sub- 
stantial reduction possible through widely-known, Student 
Help Program. 
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